
                    The View  

         from Vantage Point East 
Vol 18 N0. 2  February 2020 

Property Manager’s Corner 

www.vantagepointeast.com 

The little birdhouse at the top and the various three-dimensional birds are flea-
market finds glued onto a 36-inch-high cabinet door along with broken glass, tiles, 
and other pieces of discarded ceramics, says VPE artist Lauris Mason. She is 
now enjoying winter weather with husband Dan in Florida, where most of her artis-
tic creativity takes place. 

Water conservation efforts 

Last month we initiated a water conservation effort by 
checking your unit for leaks. We appreciate your coop-
eration: a number of leaky toilets and sinks were found! 
Help us lower our water consumption by practicing 
these other habits: 

• Turn off your faucet while brushing your teeth or 
shaving.  

• Only run your dishwasher when it’s full. Only have a 
couple dishes? Consider handwashing. 

• Consider installing low-flow faucet aerators and 
showerheads. 

A small change can lead to big savings!  

Do you have help? 

Some residents have friends, cleaning services or 
health aides helping in various tasks. These may in-
clude taking out your trash or walking your pet. Please 
make sure they are aware of our rules so they are dis-
posing of trash properly and picking up after your pet. 
We have been advised that some are not disposing of 
trash or pet waste properly. The resident information 
center outside the office has a yellow information sheet 
with some of our rules highlighted. The information 
sheet is in both English and Spanish. Please help your-
self to a few copies and hand them out if you have 
someone new coming to help you. It is important that 
we strive to maintain our building—and surrounding ar-
eas—as clean and beautiful as possible.  

Winter is here!  

Please exercise caution when exiting the building. Ici-

(Continued on page 7) 
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Welcome to the New Year. Your Board of Direc-
tors and VPE Committee Chairs are looking for 
ways to make our Mutual as good as it can be 
and making life in this little community pleasant, 
relaxing and thriving.  

It is winter and we wait for the bountiful snow to 
decorate the landscape. There are things we like 
and do not like about the winter. We love it when 
the snowplows clean our roads and hate the 
snowplows that bury our cars. Leisure World-
contracted snow equipment will first clean a path 
in the VPE parking lot to enable rescue equip-
ment to get to the front building entrance. VPE 
has a separate arrangement with a contractor to 
clear the snow from VPE parking lot driveways 
near the cars in the parking lot. Unfortunately, 
there is only so much equipment to move the 
snow and there are twenty-eight other communi-
ties in Leisure World that need the same parking 
lot snow removal job done. We just have to wait 
our turn. On the lobby bulletin board there is a 
list of approved individuals you can call to dig 
your car out of the snow if need be. 

Thanks to all of you who take the time to partici-
pate in the well-being of VPE by membership on 
one of our committees. A list of the 2020 VPE 
committees and members is posted on the lobby 
bulletin board.  

There are a number of items that will come be-
fore your VPE Board of Directors this year. We 
invite you to attend the Board meetings, where 
there is an open forum for you to make com-
ments or ask questions. Details on the date and 
time are listed on the bulletin board and in The 
View. Usually we meet the last Thursday of the 
month at 1:30 p.m. If you have an item that you 
would like the Board to consider in advance, I 
suggest you write a letter to the Board or the 
Property Manager so that your item can be in-
cluded in our agenda packet.  

There are several residents away for an extend-
ed period of time. Sometimes documents are 
placed near or under the doors of these units. If 
you know that a resident is away, please collect 
these documents for them or try to push the doc-
uments under their door all the way. It enhances 
the appearance of the building when documents 

(Continued on page 3) 

President’s Message Education and Recreation Advi-
sory Committee (ERAC) Report  

Unfinished business: ERAC Policies—The LW 
Board of Directors accepted our recommenda-
tions of revised policies and procedures, but they 
had questions regarding various “commercial” 
activities of the RCGO (recognized clubs, groups 
and organizations). These questions focused on 
defining “commercial activity” vs. “fundraising.” 
Rule no. 11 was amended with the following 
added: “a musical performer or an author would 
be allowed to sell copies of his or her publica-
tions or recordings after a performance or book 
talk.”  

New Business: 1) Dividends Club Presenta-
tion—Dennis Eisen proposed starting a dividend 
club for Leisure World residents. The purpose of 
the club would to educate and share information 
on reliable companies in which to invest. The 
club would not collect money or make invest-
ments for anyone. The ERAC will vote on ac-
cepting this proposed club at the next meeting in 
February. 2) ERAC organization appointments: 
Yolanda Hunt will remain as Chair, John Carr as 
Vice-Chair and Chair of the Pool Subcommittee, 
and Judy Oliver as coordinator of the events 
schedule. 3) A special pool contract committee 
will be formed and will brainstorm on issuing a 
RFP (request for proposal), and the first meeting 
is scheduled in February. 4) Correspondence: A 
thank you note was sent to Maureen Freeman 
for repairing the pool or billiard table, purchasing 
some new equipment, and purchasing prints to 
hang on the walls. Yolanda suggested that we 
visit the Billiard Room to admire the new decora-
tions!  

Open Forum: Juanita Sealy-Williams, President 
of Mutual 19, spoke about the contract to use the 
clubhouse activities room for a holiday event for 
her mutual, which doesn’t have a party room. 
She assumed that they could provide a caterer. 
Her mutual had to forfeit the deposit fee. She 
proposed changing the policy, allowing caterers 
for mutuals that have no party rooms. Yolanda 
gave us the background on using activities 
rooms for social events. Originally, the activities 
room could be used by mutuals without a fee if 
they didn’t have a party room of their own. Now, 
even high rises that have party rooms are using 
the activities rooms.  –Sandy Robinson 
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VPE remembers 

Peter Van Lowe 
Gertrude Oliner 
Gloria Pearlman 

who recently passed away. 

President’s Message Web Site for VPE––
Vantagepointeast.com 

and papers are not on the floor of the hallways. It 
is also a safety measure. If you notice stacks of 
newspapers accumulating in front of your neigh-
bor’s door and are concerned about your neigh-
bor’s welfare, please do not hesitate to contact 
the Association Office and the Property Manag-
er. 

This past month the Leisure World Community 
Corporation (LWCC) elected new officers and a 
new Executive Committee to help govern the 
community. The 2020 chairperson of the Leisure 
World Board is Paul Eisenhaur, Vice Chair is Da-
vid Polinsky, and the Executive Secretary / 
Treasurer is Henry Jordan. You can contact the 
Leisure World Board members by e-mail or give 
me a call and I will try to help you. A listing on 
how to contact all the LW Board members and 
the chair of the Leisure World Board is listed in 
the Leisure World News. 

You are invited to attend the Leisure World 
Board meetings and there is an open forum dur-
ing which you may speak on community con-
cerns. Details on dates and times of meetings 
are on the Leisure World Web page 
(www.lwmc.com) and in the Leisure World 
News. 

As President, I want to thank all the VPE resi-
dents who participate in the governance of Lei-
sure World by volunteering as members of Lei-
sure World Advisory Committees that help gov-
ern the community.  

–Henry Jordan  

(Continued from page 2) 

Some of our new residents may not be aware of 
our Mutual’s website Vantagepointeast.com. 

The website was designed to have two missions. 
The first was to inform potential buyers in Lei-
sure World of what our condominium Vantage 
Point East has to offer. The second mission was 
to provide our VPE residents with information 
relative to living in VPE. On the website you can 
find the following information. 

Information about the overall Leisure World 
Community and its amenities 

The VPE Resident Information Packet 

VPE Legal Documents - Declaration and Bylaws 

The VPE Resident Manual and Rules  

The VPE Monthly Activity Calendar 

Monthly VPE Newsletter – The View 

VPE Governance Members – VPE Board mem-
bers and VPE Advisory Committee Members 

A listing of VPE Representatives to the Leisure 
World Advisory Committees 

VPE unit floor plans for all 190 units 

When one of your friends asks you about Lei-
sure World and where you live, why not just say 
pay us a visit at Vantagepointeast.com. As for 
answering questions about VPE daily living and 
some of the rules, just go to the section marked 
Resident Page and look under the headings of 
Resident Information Packet and Resident Man-
ual and Rules. 

–Henry Jordan 
VPE Webmaster  

The View from Henry Jordan’s balcony 
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New Year’s Day Welcome Party 
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Activities Committee Events for February 2020 

Love is in the Air for Valen-
tine’s Day! 

Super Bowl Pizza Party – Sun., Feb. 2 - 6:00 
p.m. 

Poetry Group – Tues., Feb. 4 - 1:00 p.m. 
Brown Bag Lunch – Wed., Feb. 5 - 12:00 noon 
Activities Committee Meeting – Wed., Feb. 12 

- 10:30 a.m. 
Valentine’s Day Movie – Fri., Feb. 14 - 7:30 

p.m. – Sweet Home Alabama 
Book Club – Mon., Feb. 17 - 9:45 a.m. – Claire 

of the Sealight by Edwidge Danticat 
Birthday Party – Thurs. Feb. 20 - 7:30 p.m. – 

Celebration for January, February, & March 
Trivia – Mon., Feb. 24 - 7:30 p.m. 
Salon Discussion – Wed., Feb. 26 - 2:30 p.m. 
Sing-A-Longers – TBA (Check flyers for date 

and time) 
Yoga – Wed. and Fri. - 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

(Changes of dates are made by the instruc-
tor.) 

Note that you don’t have to watch the football 
game to enjoy the pizza.  

Try one of our new activities, the Brown Bag 
Lunch. Bring your own drink. 

Enjoy seeing Sweet Home Alabama, our 2020 
romantic movie for Valentine’s Day. 

Sharpen your pencils for another round of Trivia. 

–Barbara Eisen for the Activities Committee 
Cynthia Snyder, Co-Chair 

Please let the VPE Sunshine Committee know 
of any ill, bereaved or new residents who 
should be acknowledged. Call Marylin Jordan 
(301) 598-0174 or Barbara Eisen (301) 598-
8658. 

Cartons of books collected for the book drive on Jan-
uary 16. 

–Photo by Len Silver 

Sing-A-Longers harmonizing. 

Watch for information about a very 
special free concert by the “Sunrise 
String Trio” on Leap Year Day 
(February 29) in our very own Commu-
nity Room. 
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February Book Club 

A Child Disappears  
In Ville Rose, Haiti 

Claire “is an enchanting child born into love and 
tragedy in Ville Rose, Haiti. Claire’s mother died 
in childbirth, and on each of her birthdays Claire 
is taken by her father, Nozias, to visit her moth-
er’s grave. Nozias wonders if he should give 
away his young daughter to a local shopkeeper, 
who lost a child of her own, so that Claire can 
have a better life. But on the night of Claire’s 
seventh birthday, when at last he makes the 
wrenching decision to do so, she disappears. As 
Nozias and others look for her, painful secrets, 
haunting memories, and startling truths are un-
earthed among the community of men and 
women whose individual stories connect to 
Claire, to her parents, and to the town it-
self.” (Library abstract) The VPE Book Club will 
meet at 9:45 a.m. on Monday, February 17, to 
discuss Claire of the Sea Light, by Edwidge 
Danticat. All residents are welcome.  

–Ruth Gutstein  

PPD-Physical Properties Department 
Advisory Committee Meeting 

Staffing. A Special Projects Manager was termi-
nated at the end of 2019; and PPD is still evalu-
ating options to cover his responsibilities. There 
are currently three openings for technicians 
(sanitation, auto mechanic, and a service plumb-
er). Mr. Tom Snyder, the LW Assistant Manager, 
said that given the good market outside, finding 
good labor is an issue. Management is contem-
plating further reducing staff once the tablets 
software issues are resolved. There was a brief 
update on the tablets’ software glitch experi-
enced last year.  

ABM: PPD is in the process of revising the 5-
year old LW Application for Building Modification 
(ABM) to conform to code and standard require-
ments. It was reported that some residents gut 
their property for renovation and run into code 
issues. 

Service Contracts. The LW Assistant Manager, 
Mr. Snyder, commented that the number of Ser-
vice Contracts for 2020 has not increased over 
last year. VPE has a total of 63 Service Con-
tracts with PPD.  

Communication with Community. Committee 
members suggested to the Assistant Manager to 
give contract holders preference for immediate 
service, advertise PPD services more effectively, 
and explain PPD function and capabilities to the 
LW community at large through the LW News. 
He said he would consider this.  

–Elizabeth Tremaine, VPE  
Rep to PPD Advisory Committee  

VPE resident Bob Gallagher (not pictured) at-
tended the Museum Jam at the Sandy Spring 
Museum on January 26. A story and more pho-
tos will follow in the March View. 

–Photo by Fred Shapiro 
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“Jabberwocky” in True Irish 
Brogue 

The poetry group had a real treat at its January 
meeting when Bob Gallagher read Lewis Car-
roll’s “Jabberwocky” poem in true Irish brogue! I 
asked him to do the honors because he’s such 
an expressive reader, but I wasn’t expecting the 
Irish part. It was pure theater. 

Classified in the genre of literary nonsense, Jab-
berwocky appeared in Carroll’s 1871 novel 
Through the Looking Glass, a sequel to Alice in 
Wonderland. However, Rebecca Newland, a 
Fairfax County Public Schools librarian and for-
mer Teacher in Residence at the Library of Con-
gress,  believes “it tells a fantastical story that 
students may enjoy” and could be used “to illus-
trate the importance of word choice and defining 
words using context clues, word stems, and pre-
fixes.” Newland advises teachers to focus “on 
the approximately twenty-four words in the poem 
that were coined by Lewis Carroll, including the 
word ‘chortle’ from line 24 as it was recognized 
and first appeared in a dictionary in 1902.” The 
Saint Paul Globe (Minn.) printed the following 
paragraph about ‘chortle’ on December 28, 
1902: 

Coinage of Words 

When Lewis Carroll invented the word “chortle” and 
used it in his famous Jabberwocky poem in “Through 
the Looking Glass,” he did not know that it would 
finally make its way into a dictionary, but so it has. 
The fact is noted in an article on “The Coinage of 
Words” in Harper’s Magazine for January, by 
George Lyman Kittredge, professor of English in 
Harvard. Prof. Kittredge makes clear the process by 
which new words are evolved in our daily speech and 
eventually given a local habitation in the dictionaries. 

Carroll, whose real name was Charles Lutwidge 
Dodgson, was born in 1832. He was shy and 
suffered from a bad stammer, but was vocally 
fluent when speaking with children. He was a 
mathematics lecturer and an avid photographer 
in addition to writing  essays, political pamphlets, 
and poems. He was noted for his facility at word 
play, logic, and fantasy. In addition to Jabber-
wocky, which is about the killing of a creature 
named “the Jabberwock,” The Hunting of the 
Snark is another of Carroll’s literary nonsense 
poems. He died in 1898. 

–Ruth Gutstein 

Our Mutual Home 
Our building has a history of harmony and con-
structive relationships. We take pride in the par-
ticipation of many residents in our governance, 
an operation of 190 dwelling units. We, residents, 
owners and renters, need to be familiar with its 
functions. The “VPE Residents Manual” is the 
best source of basic information about the vari-
ous facilities, services available, and alerts about 
enforceable Rules and Regulations. 

The Building and Grounds Committee makes 
sure that our building runs well mechanically and 
that our grounds are well kept. Now and then 
concerns arise that affect everyone because we 
live in a mutual home. A few of the current con-
cerns follow. 

Dog waste, in multicolor plastic bags and groom-
ing towels are tossed on the grass along the 
stream in back of our building! The “Residents 
Manual” on pg. 45, 14.1-12 informs about pet 
ownership and these rules and regulations need 
to be imparted to our aides! 1. There is a Pet 
Waste Station adjacent to the Loading Dock 
where pet waste must be disposed of. 2. A sec-
ond Pet Waste Station will be erected in back of 
the building to cut out tossing animal waste in the 
streambed area. 

Cigarette butts have also been found all over our 
grounds. Residents are reminded that Smoking 
Policies are on pg. 49, 17.1-10, and our contrac-
tors, visitors and aides need to be advised. There 
is no smoking 20 feet in front, back, or on the 
sides of our mutual home.  

Refuse Rooms. A bit of an effort from all to keep 
them tidy and sanitary would be invaluable. Fol-
low the guidelines that are posted by the Proper-
ty Manager, or consult the “Residents Manual,” 
pg. 43, 9.1-3, and please ask your aides and visi-
tors to comply.  

–Elizabeth Tremaine 
B & G Committee Member 

Property Manager 

cles that form from the exhaust pipes can fall at 
any time. Winter may also mean snow. A list of 
snow shovelers that have been screened through 
LW security is available. Please be sure to agree 
on pricing before services are rendered. This list 
is provided only for your convenience and for you 
to use at your discretion. 

–Cris Juarez 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Mark These Dates! 

COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETINGS 

EVENT DATE TIME 

Activities Feb. 12 @ 10:30 a.m. 

Communications Feb. 12 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Building and Grounds Feb. 19 @ 1:30 p.m. 

Budget and Finance Feb. 25 @ 1:30 p.m. 

Board of Directors Feb. 27 @ 1:30 p.m. 

The View Crew  

Suzanne Offit, Chair, Communications Committee  
Ruth Gutstein, Vice-Chair  

Florence Golomb, Recorder  
Len Silver, Editor  

Tom McGrath, Layout Editor  
Henry Jordan, Webmaster 

Copy Editors/Writers  
Barbara Eisen 
Bernard Patlen 

Zena Stoller  

India Cox, Production Manager 

Contact the Vantage Point East Office 
Cris Juarez, Property Manager 

cjuarez@lwmc.com 
India Cox, Administrative Assistant 

icox@lwmc.com 
(301) 598-1075 

ACTIVITIES 
See Page 5 for the Activities Calendar 

Important! 
All electronic submissions for The 
View should be sent to: 

lenirenesil@comcast.net 
and 

tom@mcgrathusa.net 

Submitting to any other email chances that 
your article will not be considered for publica-
tion. 

Building and Grounds 

The Building and Grounds Committee met on 
January 10 with the following results. We dis-
cussed the problems of dog waste disposal. 
Some people are not picking up after their dogs, 
and when they do, they are bagging the waste 
and throwing it into the grass or creek. This is 
making a mess and polluting the creek. Please 
place the waste in the waste can provided. We 
also discussed smoking and the disposal of ciga-
rette butts dropped on the ground and in the 
parking lot. Please don't make this mess. If you 
smoke, please dispose of the butts properly.  

–Marvin Wolf, Chair 

Residents’ Column 

Queries, Comments Invited 

We are reminding you that the opportunity exists to 
ask a question or make a comment that you think 
would be of interest to your VPE neighbors. Submis-
sions should be brief (100-250 words) and signed, 
and topics do not necessarily have to relate to VPE. 
The writer may remain anonymous in The View, but 
must be known to the editor. (Queries about VPE will 
be given to the appropriate committee or Board 
member for a reply, which will be printed in the Resi-
dents’ Column in a future issue.) Please deliver all 
submissions to Len Silver, Apt. 808 or send them to 
lenirenesil@comcast.net and tom@mcgrathusa.net. 

The editor reserves the right to make final deci-
sions on suitability for publication. 

African violet  

–Photo by Irene Silver 


